10              CHAITANYA AND HIS COMPANIONS.
Prataparudra by marrying his daughter. Accord-
ing to Mr. Stirling, Prataparudra reigned from
1503 to 1524. But the date of his death (1524)
is open to objection. When Chaitanya came to
Purl, in 1510 the king \vas away, fighting with
(he Eaja of Vijaynagar in .the Deccan. Returning
shortly after he heard of the arrival of Chaitanya
in his capital, he begged an interview with
him. He addressed a letter to Rarvabhaunia
requesting him to get Chaitanya to agrees Sarva-
bhauma wrote in reply that Chaita.nya was not
willing to comply with his Majesty's request.
The Raja wrote letters to the companions of
Chaitanya severally asking them to
Chaitanya    re-                         "                        '                 "~
fu_ses to see f,hc    intercede     in      his    behalf;     but
'a]a'                 Chaitanya refused them saying that
as a suuni/usl he should keep himself as far as
possible away from the fountain of earthly power
and riches.
Sad at heart Prataparudra continued his
attempts to interview Chaitanya. He sent his
minister Ilamananda Bay who was a friend of
Chaitanya to plead his cause before him. Chaitanya
said to Mm, "A sanni/asl should bo blameless in
thought, in speech and in act. A familiaviiy
with the king is sure to bring in its train a
connection with the world which I havo re-
nounced and I can by no means allow it." The
outer robe of Chaitanya was carried by Kama
Bay to the king- who accepted it as a sacred